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in their care. This legislation also recognizes
the challenges that grandparents and other
relatives caring for children face, as well as
those of older individuals who are caring for
children who have disabilities. When funded,
this program will provide valuable assistance
to the families who need it most.

Beyond providing this important support
to families, the bill I am signing today will
strengthen and improve the delivery of im-
portant daily services to our most vulnerable
aging citizens through our national network
of State and area agencies on aging, tribal
organizations, and other members of our
community, including volunteers, many of
whom are older persons themselves. The
new legislation gives our States, area agen-
cies, and Tribes more flexibility in serving
elders in their own communities and regions,
and enhances the coordination of Federal,
State, and local programs to maximize the
effectiveness of program activities.

This legislation does much to position our
rapidly growing aging population for the dec-
ades ahead when the number of older per-
sons in need of help will be much larger and
more diverse. The Act continues to focus at-
tention on the needs of those in greatest so-
cial and economic need, with particular at-
tention to low-income minority elders, and
it recognizes the needs of those older persons
who live in rural areas of our country. It ac-
knowledges the cultural differences among
our tribal populations, and provides them
with caregiver support and disaster relief as-
sistance as well as promoting better coordina-
tion of services between State and tribal
grantees. It promotes innovation and the de-
velopment of best practices for supporting
not only older persons, but family caregivers
living at home, in the community, or on tribal
reservations.

I am also pleased that this legislation incor-
porates the key features of my Administra-
tion’s proposal for reauthorizing and enhanc-
ing the Senior Community Service Employ-
ment Program (SCSEP). This important pro-
gram provides part-time community service
employment to low-income individuals ages
55 and older, and assists them in obtaining
unsubsidized employment. The bill would
maintain the unique and complementary
structure of SCSEP, under which national

nonprofit organizations as well as States re-
ceive grants to operate the program. It also
strengthens SCSEP by establishing an en-
hanced performance accountability system,
reinforcing connections between SCSEP and
the broader workforce investment system es-
tablished under the Workforce Investment
Act, and improving the planning process by
providing for broad participation in the de-
velopment of a plan in each State to ensure
an equitable distribution of projects and the
coordination of services to seniors.

Finally, the Act calls for the convening of
a White House Conference on Aging by the
end of 2005 in order to continue to prepare
our Nation for its own gift of longevity.

Today’s enactment of this legislation ex-
tending and improving the Older Americans
Act, and establishing the new National Fam-
ily Caregiver Support Program, reflects our
continued commitment to our older popu-
lation, and represents a victory for Americans
of all ages.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 13, 2000.

NOTE: At the time of publication, H.R. 782, ap-
proved November 13, had not been received by
the Office of the Federal Register in time for as-
signment of a public law number.

Statement on Signing the
Reauthorization of the Export
Administration Act of 1979
November 13, 2000

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5239,
which reauthorizes the Export Administra-
tion Act of 1979 (EAA) until August 20, 2001.

Reauthorization and revision of the EAA
is long overdue. The EAA is a Cold War stat-
ute and its authorities lapsed on August 20,
1994. Since the end of the Cold War, there
has been a strong need for a modern export
control law that will provide U.S. businesses
an updated legal framework in which to oper-
ate. This revised Act must recognize the cur-
rent realities of a fast-paced highly competi-
tive global market and at the same time help
ensure our national security by controlling
the export of sensitive dual-use items that
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have military and nonmilitary applications.
My Administration proposed such a revision
back in 1994. Despite several efforts, the
Congress has not yet been able to pass a new
revised Act.

In reauthorizing the EAA on a short-term
basis, the Congress has taken a small but sig-
nificant step. Reauthorizing the EAA will
overcome the legal challenges now being
made to the Department of Commerce’s
continued operation of its export control sys-
tem under the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act after the lapse of the
EAA. In particular, the reauthorization con-
firms the Department’s ability to keep export
licensing information obtained during the
lapse of the EAA from public disclosure,
which is a critical part of the Department’s
export control system and protects sensitive
business information and commercial inter-
ests of U.S. exporters. The Congress’ actions
have reaffirmed the view of the executive
branch in this matter—that confidential
treatment of export licensing information is
continuous regardless of whether the EAA
is in a lapse period. The reauthorization of
the EAA also reaffirms that the Congress
must abide by statutory limitations on public
disclosure of such information.

While a comprehensive revision of the Ex-
port Administration Act is necessary, this re-
authorization of the EAA is a needed short-
term step.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 13, 2000.

NOTE: At the time of publication, H.R. 5239, ap-
proved November 13, had not been received by
the Office of the Federal Register in time for as-
signment of a public law number.

Statement on Signing the National
Marine Sanctuaries Amendments Act
of 2000
November 13, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
1482, the ‘‘National Marine Sanctuaries
Amendments Act of 2000,’’ which reauthor-
izes the National Marine Sanctuaries Act for
5 years.

The National Marine Sanctuaries Act
(NMSA) authorizes the establishment of a
unique system of marine protected areas
dedicated to the conservation of special areas
of the marine environment for the apprecia-
tion and enjoyment of present and future
generations. The National Marine Sanctuary
Program currently comprises 13 sanctuaries
around the country, including sites in Amer-
ican Samoa and Hawaii. In the quarter cen-
tury since its inception, the NMSA has pro-
vided a powerful mandate for marine re-
source protection, resulting in the permanent
conservation of many invaluable habitats.
Drawing upon this experience, S. 1482 re-
fines the NMSA in substantive ways to reflect
the growth and evolution of the Program.

The National Marine Sanctuary Program
is a key part of my Administration’s ocean
policy. In particular, this long-standing pro-
gram will be an integral part of the national
system of marine protected areas, which I
recently directed Federal agencies to estab-
lish. In addition, sanctuaries are essential to
achieving the goals of the Coral Reef Task
Force of protecting important coral areas and
will be a focus of the Ocean Exploration ini-
tiative, which I recently announced, to better
understand the unexplored ocean areas.

This legislation establishes the Dr. Nancy
Foster Scholarship Program, which will sup-
port graduate students in oceanography, ma-
rine biology, and maritime archaeology.
Much of the success of the National Marine
Sanctuary Program is attributable to Dr. Fos-
ter’s advocacy of the program and her tenure
as the head of the program in its early years,
and I am pleased that these scholarships will
honor such a fine leader in ocean and coastal
management. Throughout her career, Dr.
Foster demonstrated a commitment to men-
toring and supporting women and minorities
in the marine sciences. She will be greatly
missed.

I congratulate the congressional sup-
porters of this Act. I am pleased by the in-
creased interest in our oceans and coastal re-
sources and the recognition of the value of
the continued protection and management of
these areas. S. 1482 will be instrumental in


